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Smithland Locks and Dam  
 
The Smithland Locks and Dam are 
located on the Ohio River at mile 918.5 
below Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and 
62.5 miles upstream of the confluence 
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. The 
locks are on the Illinois side of the Ohio 
River accessible via the New Liberty 
Road, reached from Golconda or 
Brookport, Illinois.  
 
Smithland Locks’ construction started in 
1971 and was placed in operation 1979. 
The dam construction started in 1974 and was completed in November 1980. 
 
 
Quick Facts  
 
2012 Commercial Cargo Lockages: 6,081. National Rank: 18. 
 
2012 Tonnage (in thousands): 73,447. National Rank: 5. 
 
  

SMITHLAND LOCKS AND DAM  
BUILDING STRONG ®U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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Smithland L&D Unavailability and Delay

Scheduled Unavailability Unscheduled Unavailability Average Tow Delay

Coal 56%

Petroleum 5%Crude Petroleum 0%

Aggregates 3%

Grains  10%

Chemicals 9%

Ores/Minerals 6%
Iron/Steel 7% Others 4%

2012 Smithland L&D Commodity Distribution

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System
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Coal 15%

Petroleum 19%

Crude Petroleum 1%

Aggregates 0.11%
Grains  14%

Chemicals 28%

Ores/Minerals 8%

Iron/Steel 11%
Others 4%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System, 
2012 NDSU Commodity Value Study (Value in Millions)

$17,422.4 Total Value:

2012 Value of Commodities Through Smithland L&D

Coal 28%

Petroleum 8%

Crude Petroleum 
0.46%

Aggregates 2%Grains  10%

Chemicals 25%

Ores/Minerals 14%

Iron/Steel 8% Others 5%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System, 
2010 University of Tennessee Rate Savings Study (Value in Millions)

$1,284.3 Total Rate Savings:

2012 Rate Savings Through Smithland L&D
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