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Cheatham Lock and Dam  
 
Cheatham Lock and Dam is 
located at Mile 148.6 on the 
Cumberland River in Cheatham 
County, Tenn. Cheatham Lock 
is open to pass navigation traffic 
24 hours-a-day, 365 days a 
year.   
 
The 67-mile reservoir created 
by Cheatham Dam provides 
Nashville and middle 
Tennessee with a stable water 
supply and access to the entire 
Mississippi River system and the Intracoastal Waterway and plays an integral part in various 
commodities being transported to the region by water. 
 
Construction on the lock began in 1949 and it was opened to navigation traffic in 1951.   
 
 
 
Quick Facts  
 
2012 Commercial Cargo Lockages: 1,013. National Rank: 115. 
 
2012 Tonnage (in thousands): 8,280. National Rank: 80. 

CHEATHAM LOCK AND DAM 
BUILDING STRONG ®U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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Cheatham L&D Unavailability and Delay

Scheduled Unavailability Unscheduled Unavailability Average Tow Delay

Coal 48%

Petroleum 3%

Crude Petroleum 
0.18%

Aggregates 31%

Grains  0.04%

Chemicals 2%

Ores/Minerals 
1% Iron/Steel 7% Others 8%

2012 Cheatham L&D Commodity 
Distribution

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System
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Coal 24%

Petroleum 21%

Crude Petroleum 
0.89%Aggregates 2%Grains  0.12%

Chemicals 13%

Ores/Minerals 
2%

Iron/Steel 23%

Others 14%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System,  (Value in Millions)

$1,030.3 Total Value:

2012 Value of Commodities Through Cheatham L&D

Coal 38%

Petroleum 0.22%

Crude Petroleum 
0.15%Aggregates 29%

Grains  0.04%

Chemicals 3%

Ores/Minerals 
1%

Iron/Steel 10% Others 19%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System, 
2010 University of Tennessee Rate Savings Study   
*rates have been indexed to 2013 price levels (Value in Millions)

$265.1 Total Rate Savings:

2012 Rate Savings Through Cheatham L&D
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