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Barkley Lock and Dam  
 
Barkley Lock is located 30.6 river miles from where 
the Cumberland River joins the Ohio River at 
Smithland, Ky.  The nearest community to the lock 
is Grand Rivers, Ky.   
 
Barkley Lock was opened to navigation traffic in 
1964. Barkley Lock is open to pass navigation traffic 
20 hours per day, 365 days a year. The lock is 
closed between the hours of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. daily. 
 
 
Quick Facts  
 
2012 Commercial Cargo Lockages: 927. National Rank: 124. 
 
2012 Tonnage (in thousands): 5,354. National Rank: 106. 

 BARKLEY LOCK AND DAM 
BUILDING STRONG ®U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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Barkley L&D Unavailability and Delay

Scheduled Unavailability Unscheduled Unavailability Average Tow Delay

Coal 42%

Petroleum 2%

Crude Petroleum 
0.78%

Aggregates 36.14%Grains  1.91%Chemicals 1%

Ores/Minerals 
0.67%

Iron/Steel 4%

Others 11%

2012 Barkley L&D Commodity Distribution

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System
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Coal 24%

Petroleum 17%

Crude Petroleum 
4.26%

Aggregates 2.74%
Grains  5.95%

Chemicals 8%

Ores/Minerals 2%

Iron/Steel 14%

Others 22%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System,  (Value in Millions)

$584.8 Total Value:

2012 Value of Commodities Through Barkley L&D

Coal 32%

Petroleum 0.22%

Crude Petroleum 
0.15%

Aggregates 33%
Grains  1.34% Chemicals 2%

Ores/Minerals 1%

Iron/Steel 5%

Others 25%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System, 
2010 University of Tennessee Rate Savings Study   *rates 
have been indexed to 2013 price levels (Value in Millions)

$176.0 Total Rate Savings:

2012 Rate Savings Through Barkley L&D
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